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Aiding the “UnClean” 

 

     Nowadays we go to the drug store and we buy a pill or a save or a vaccine for just 

about every sickness or disease known to man. I wonder if we have a pill for leprosy? It 

someone with leprosy came to you for help today, what would you do for him? 

     As you well know, anyone with leprosy in the days of Christ was given the royal run 

around. They were told they just could not associate with all the ordinary, healthy 

people…that is, all those who did NOT have leprosy. They really had to keep their 

distance. They had to warn anyone who approached them by ringing a bell and yelling 

at the top of their voices, “Unclean! Unclean!” You probably remember the movie, Ben 

Hur, in which Charleton Heston’s mother and sister got leprosy and were confined to a 

rock quarry that was covered with caves. You may also have head of Damien who 

worked with the lepers on the island of Molokai in Hawaii. 

     From our vantage point in the 21st century, we find ourselves pitying those poor, 

poor lepers. They were rudely thrown out of their homes, chased out of town, and 

scratched from the roles of society. They were the living dead. We ask – why weren’t 

they treated with a little more compassion and concern? Why weren’t they treated like 

human beings? I’ll tell you why! Because the people then didn’t know any better and 

were afraid. So, what did they do? They disposed of the objects of their fear rather than 

try to understand and help them. 

     You may not realize this, but there are people in our world today who would like to 

give this same harsh treatment to those people who are suffering with AIDS*. There are 

some among us who would like to exile and isolate anyone with aids to an island in the 

Arctic. After all, they say – AIDS destroys a person’s immune system and can open the 

way to terminal diseases. 

     How would you respond to anyone with AIDS? Jesus stretched out His hand, 

touched and loved the lepers. And He did that on several occasions. Neither He nor His 

disciples caught leprosy. I just know Jesus would like to touch and love all those people 

who are suffering with AIDS. But He can only do that through us. Shouldn’t we be 

willing to help Him out? 

*Delivered in January, 2006 


